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Livestock Supplementation Reaches New Level with

SweetCake( Feed Supplement Blocks
When pastures mature and dry out, nutrient availability to the animal declines causing a loss in body condition and overall herd health. Supplementing cattle with vital nutrients such as protein, energy, vitamins and minerals is key to keeping a healthy herd during these critical times. 


Rainfall, temperature and other environmental factors can affect the nutrient content of forage. For example, as the plant begins to put on seed, the total fiber content of the plant increases while the protein, mineral and energy content decreases. Higher fiber content causes a decrease in digestibility and increases the time the ingested forage will take to pass through the animal’s rumen. The result is a reduction in nutrients available to the animal.


Cattle are constantly going through environmental and physiological changes that require an adequate supply of nutrients. Proper supplementation is key to providing cattle with the nutrients they need to remain in good condition when forage quality is low.  

There are several supplementation methods on the market, each offering a specific set of benefits to the animal and producer. According to Terry Podlogar, vice-president of new products at Westway Trading Corporation, feed supplement blocks are a convenient, cost-effective way to provide supplemental nutrients when available forages can not provide them. Blocks offer a cost-effective, free-choice supplementation program that allows producers to be flexible. 
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For producers in rough country, blocks are the best option for supplementing because other supplementation programs may not be possible. Unlike range cubes and protein cake, which can be trampled and wasted, block supplements are fed in recyclable, plastic tubs that protect feed from mud and contamination. Blocks also provide self-limiting intake control, which gives the producer improved performance at a predictable cost.

One new line of blocks on the market designed for all types of nutrient requirements are SweetCake( Feed Supplement Blocks. Unlike other big blocks, SweetCake is made utilizing a unique, new process that does not require the product to be liquefied or poured into molds. 

“The manufacturing process for SweetCake allows for more dry ingredients to be added, which results in a higher level of nutrients,” says Podlogar. “In fact, the moisture content in SweetCake blocks is 25 percent to 30 percent lower than poured blocks.” 

SweetCake blocks also provide self-limiting intake control, meaning animals consume less product than many other types of blocks while still getting the nutrients they require to stay healthy. “The consumption rate for most block products is about two to three pounds per day while the rate for SweetCake is only one to two pounds per day,” Podlogar explains.

SweetCake blocks contain the unique Regulated Release process wherein urea and sugars contained in molasses are brought together under carefully controlled conditions of concentration, temperature and acidity.  In the reaction, urea is chemically bound to sugar. “Benefits to the animal from the process include improved safety and more efficient utilization of crude protein in the supplement,” adds Podlogar. “No other block on the market today contains this unique regulated release benefit.”
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